SUMMARY-In 178 consecutive oesophageal squamous carcinoma cases, 5% (9 cases) had had thyrotoxicosis, hypothyroidism or thyroid carcinoma. The incidence in males was 1 % (1 case) and in females 8% (8 cases). 
THE study of disease associations has indicated possible aetiological factors in some forms of carcinoma. In oesophageal carcinoma, the wide variation in the incidence of the disease'in different countries has been interpreted as due to differing exposure to environmental factors such as smoking, alcohol, tobacco and betal nut chewing. In some groups of patients with oesophageal cancer, associations with achalasia (Bockus, 1963) and hiatus hernia (Smithers, 1955) (Shearman et al., 1970) an association between oesophageal cancer and previous gastric operation was noted. In the present paper a further association with thyToid disorder is described. 
RESULTS
Of 178 consecutive patients, 9 were found to have had thyroid disease (Males 1-2%: Females 8-3%)-an overall incidence of 5%. Clinical details are shown in (Smiley et al., 1963; Blendis et al., 1965) . It may be that these apparently different conditions are linked in some common abnormality of the foregut mucosa. Such an interrelation is further suggested by described associations between thyrotoxicosis and glossitis (Means, 1948) , thyrotoxicosis and achlorhydria (Lerman and Means, 1932; Berryhill and Williams, 1932; Bock and Witts, 1963) and myxoedema, gastric atrophy and pernicious anaemia (Lerman and Means, 1932; Tudhope and Wilson, 1960) .
In view of the lack of information about the incidence of thyroid disease in the general population (Langlands and Herman, 1967) , it is impossible to be certain as to any increased incidence of such disorders in our patients. However, in view of the very strict criteria used, an incidence of 5% overall and especially 8-3% in females seems excessive. In addition this incidence is higher than for the other frequently quoted associations of achalasia (2%) and hiatus hernia. It was exceeded only by the occurrence of previous gastric surgery (Shearman et al., 1970 ). However, it should be noted that in two of our cases with upper oesophageal cancer, radiotherapy to the neck had been given previously. 
